
Whole- and Small-Group
Resources for Grades K–6

Provide strategy-based instruction 
and intervention with consistent 
resources at the right levels.

Target 17 key comprehension strategies 
based on the new standards.

• Pre-assess, monitor progress, and confirm mastery.
• 	�Use whole-group and small-group resources to

model and instruct.
• Guide practice and application of strategies in books.
• Extend and personalize learning with e-resources.
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580 Leveled Books  
Organized by Strategy 
Match small-group titles to  
each student’s reading level 
and comprehension needs!
• 	�Leveled books have structures aligned

with specific strategies.
• 	�Detailed Teacher’s Guides support

small-group instruction.
•	�Text-Dependent Comprehension 

Question Cards prepare students for
the new assessments.

Levels: 
A–X/1–60

*Beginning Reading

780 Interactive  
Whiteboard Resources 
and Leveled E-Books 
Digital features and tools help 
you meet instructional needs.
• 	�Interactive posters engage students

with sound, images, and text.
• 	�Leveled E-Books let students

personalize learning and practice.
• 	�Lesson preparation and implementation

is fast, easy, and effective.

Level A/1 
Lexile: 140L

Level T/44 
Lexile: 830L

Level I/15 
Lexile: 420L

Posters and books organized by strategy and level help 
you teach comprehension and metacognitive strategies.

Grades

“�
In a market flooded with isolated skill and drill, Anchor Workshop stands out as research-
based, scientifically validated instruction that promotes real reading and authentic 
application. Everything is clearly organized for teachers to easily find resources targeted 
to a specific reading strategy. So many of the nonfiction titles parallel our social studies 
and science curriculums—an added bonus.”—Coordinator of RTI and Intervention, North Penn (PA) School District

200 Anchor 
Comprehension Posters 
Model strategies through  
shared reading mini-lessons.
• 	�Four-poster sets provide bases for

whole-group instruction.
• 	�Mini-lessons include introduction,

modeling, and guided practice.
• 	�Sequence facilitates gradual and actual

release of responsibility.

Sample Strategy: Identify Main Idea and Details

Print and  
Interactive Whiteboard 

Formats!

Level D/5 
Lexile: BR*

Level O/34 
Lexile: 780L

Level W/60 
Lexile: 800L

See Spanish
pp. 274–276.
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Sample Strategy: Identify Main Idea 
and Supporting Details

Get a snapshot of students’ comprehension 
mastery on all the grade-level target strategies.

Ask students to 
analyze a text 
and answer 
text-dependent 
comprehension 
questions by 
applying the target 
comprehension 
strategy.

Poster 1/Side 1: Introduce and model strategies.

Build strategy 
awareness and  
oral language  
by relating the  
strategy to visual 
information.

Poster 1/Side 2: Guide practice using a new passage.

Poster 2/Side 1: Apply and practice.

Poster 2/Side 2: 
Link strategy introduction to authentic test preparation.

1. �Pre-assess students to
determine instructional needs.

2. �Teach strategies through
explicit mini-lessons.

Online Assessment Benefits
• 	�NEW data-driven assessment with lessons that

reteach as appropriate

• 	�Question items validated and aligned with the new
standards

• 	�Student data-syncing services included
• 	�Reporting by classroom, grade, school, and district

Collaborate with 
students to practice 
the strategy. 
Annotations on 
the poster may be 
concealed with the 
provided clings.

4 EASY STEPS
for Teaching Text Comprehension

Challenge 
students to 
analyze the 
text using the 
comprehension 
strategy.
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Students learn metacognitive and  
comprehension strategies together!

Sample Titles: Identify Main Idea 
and Supporting Details

Every Teacher’s Guide has an explicit 
comprehension strategy lesson that  
extends the poster instruction.

4. �Monitor progress and post-
assess to inform instruction and
document improvement.

Downloadable Running Record Assessments for Every Title

Comprehensive Post-Assessment to Document Progress

Strategy-Specific Assessments for Monitoring Progress

3. �Apply strategies during
small-group reading.

Teacher’s Guide for 
every title!

See Spanish
pp. 274–276.
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Grades K–2
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A–E
Posters 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 - - - 20 LEVELS A–E

	Book Titles 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 - - 5 135

F–I
Posters 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 - - - 20 LEVELS F–I

	Book Titles 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 - - 5 125

J–M
Posters 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 - 8 - 28 LEVELS J–M

	Book Titles 7 6 6 6 6 5 6 5 6 6 1 - 5 65

Total Posters 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 - 8 68

Total Book Titles 32 31 31 31 31 30 31 30 31 31 1 - 15 325

Early  

2 Double-Sided Posters per Strategy

What  do  some  animals  do   
in  winter?  Some animals  go  
underground.  Some  animals   
go  into  caves.  These  animals  
stay  inside  and  sleep  until  spring.

Some  animals  find  a  new  
home  in  winter.  Many  birds  fly  
to  warmer  places  where  they   
can  find  food.

©2010 Benchmark Education Company, LLC • CAP035  

Animals in Winter
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Titles for Levels F–I/9–16 
Lexiles: 20L–780L

Emergent  

2 Double-Sided Posters per Strategy

G
ra

de
 K

©2010 Benchmark Education Company, LLC • CAP015

®

B
e

n
c

h
m

a
r

k
 

e
d

u
c

a
t

i
o

n
 

c
o

m
p

a
n

y

A  farm  can  be  a  fun  place.   
You  can  run  in  the  fields  on  a  farm.   
A  farm  has  animals  to  feed  and  care  for.  
People  work  on  a  farm,  too.

Life on the Farm
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Illustration: Ron Leiser

Titles for Levels A–E/1–8 
Lexiles: BR–290L

Early/Fluent

2 Double-Sided Posters per Strategy

© 2010 Benchmark education company, LLc • cap057   
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We  can  group  all  things  into 
living  and  nonliving  things.  We  
can  group  living  things  into 
animals  and  plants.  Animals  must 
find  food  to  eat.  Plants  make  
their  own  food.  Most  animals  
move  as  they  grow.  Most  plants  
stay  in  one  place  as  they  grow. 

We  can  group  animals  by  how  
they  look.  Some  animals  have  
backbones.  Other  animals  do  not 
have  backbones.  Insects,  spiders,  
and  snails  do  not  have  backbones. 
Five  types  of  animals  have 

backbones,  including  fish,  
amphibians,  reptiles,  mammals,  
and  birds.

Evidence:  Inferences:  

Grouping Living Things
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Titles for Levels J–M/18–28 
Lexiles: 220L–850L

Sample Strategy: Make Inferences					         Poster Size: 19.5" x 27"

**�Use Graphic Features; Use 
Text Features; Analyze Text 
Structure and Organization; 
Evaluate Author’s Purpose.

Gr. K–2 Book & 
Poster Level Sets*

Assess, model, guide—and improve 
achievement!

ANCHOR COMPREHENSION WORKSHOP: GRADES K–2 

GRADES K–2 BOOK, POSTER & DIGITAL RESOURCE SET
(Levels A–M/1–28)
• 1,860 Leveled Books (6 copies of 310 titles)
• 310 Teacher’s Guides	
• 310 Text-Dependent Comprehension Question Cards
• 10 Take-Home Books on CDs
• 68 Double-Sided Anchor Comprehension Posters
• 34 Poster Teacher’s Guides
• Assessment Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Fidelity of Implementation Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Central Library Checkout System Tools (See p. 141 for details.)
Digital resources included:
• �FREE 2,700+ E-Book Leveled Library—1-Year School-Wide Online Subscription 

(includes all 310 Anchor Comprehension Workshop titles for Grades K–2)
• �FREE Comprehension Strategy Assessments Online—1-Year Subscription 	

(1 per student)
• 68 Poster Whiteboards—1-Year School-Wide Online Subscription

GRADES K–2 BOOK SET
(Levels A–M/1–28)
Includes all components of Grades K–2 Book, Poster & 
Digital Resource Set (WY-XY0066), excluding Anchor 
Comprehension Posters, Poster Teacher’s Guides, and 
digital resources.

WY-Y10510  $13,326 $9,995 SAVE $3,331

*GRADES K–2 BOOK & POSTER LEVEL SETS
(See chart above for codes, prices, and set-specific number 
of posters and titles.)
Each Levels A–E, F–I & J–M Set contains:
• Double-Sided Anchor Comprehension Posters
• Leveled Books (6 copies of each title)
• Assessment Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Fidelity of Implementation Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)

1 DAY OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  
(with product purchase)

WY-XY0066  $22,962 $11,475 SAVE $11,487 WY-PR997  $2,500 $2,000 SAVE $500

WY-Y09055 $4,660

WY-Y09057 $4,660

WY-Y09059 $2,910
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Grades 3–5/6
Chapter books, organized by strategy and level, extend 
practice based on the poster and instruction.
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N–P
Posters 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 6 - 32 LEVELS N–P

	Book Titles 4 7 6 6 6 3 6 6 7 6 2 7 4 - 5 75

Q–R
Posters 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 8 - 34 LEVELS Q–R

	Book Titles 2 5 6 5 5 3 7 6 4 5 3 6 3 - 5 65

S–U
Posters 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 - 8 - 32 LEVELS S–U

	Book Titles - 6 - 6 7 7 6 7 - 6 9 8 8 - 5 75

Total Posters 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 4 22 98

Total Book Titles 6 18 12 17 18 13 19 19 11 17 14 21 15 - 15 215

2 Double-Sided Posters per Strategy

Lower Intermediate  

Titles for Levels N–P/30–38 
Lexiles: 440L–980L

Intermediate    

2 Double-Sided Posters per Strategy

Titles for Levels Q–R/40 
Lexiles: 550L–970L

Upper Intermediate 

2 Double-Sided Posters per Strategy

Titles for Levels S–U/44–50 
Lexiles: 600L–1040L

Sample Strategy: Evaluate Fact and Opinion			   Poster Size: 19.5" x 27"

**�Use Graphic Features; Use Text 
Features; Analyze Text Structure  
and Organization; Interpret  
Figurative Language.

Gr. 3–5 Book & 
Poster Level Sets*

Grade 6 Anchor 
Comprehension 

Workshop
See page 140.

See Spanish
pp. 274–276.

ANCHOR COMPREHENSION WORKSHOP: GRADES 3–5 

GRADES 3–5 BOOK, POSTER & DIGITAL RESOURCE SET
(Levels N–U/30–50)
• 1,200 Leveled Books (6 copies of 200 titles)
• 200 Teacher’s Guides	
• 200 Text-Dependent Comprehension Question Cards
• 98 Double-Sided Anchor Comprehension Posters
• 49 Poster Teacher’s Guides
• Assessment Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Fidelity of Implementation Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Central Library Checkout System Tools (See p. 141 for details.)
Digital resources included:
• �FREE 2,700+ E-Book Leveled Library—1-Year School-Wide Online 

Subscription (includes all 270 Anchor Comprehension Workshop titles 
for Grades 3–6)

• �FREE Comprehension Strategy Assessments Online—1-Year Subscription 	
(1 per student)

• 132 Poster Whiteboards—1-Year School-Wide Online Subscription

GRADES 3–5 BOOK SET
(Levels N–U/30–50)
Includes all components of Grades 3–5 Book, Poster & Digital Resource 
Set (WY-XY0067), excluding Anchor Comprehension Posters, Poster 
Teacher’s Guides, and digital resources.

WY-Y10511  $11,555  $9,925 SAVE $1,630

*GRADES 3–5 BOOK & POSTER LEVEL SETS
(See chart above for codes, prices, and set-specific number of posters 
and titles.)
Each Levels N–P, Q–R, & S–U Set contains:
• Double-Sided Anchor Comprehension Posters
• Leveled Books (6 copies of each title)
• Assessment Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Fidelity of Implementation Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)

WY-XY0067  $21,108  $11,595 SAVE $9,513 1 DAY OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (with product purchase)

WY-PR997  $2,500  $2,000 SAVE $500

WY-Y09061 $3,890

WY-Y09063 $3,780

WY-Y09065 $4,240
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5-Day Lesson Plan with Extensive Support for Whole-Group and Small-Group Instruction

Target comprehension strategies by grade level.

Key Strategies Taught Consistently 
and Sequentially at Each Level

Day One

4 Comprehension Anchor Posters  •  Early  •  Summarize and Synthesize/Analyze Story Elements

Support Special Needs Learners

Support visual learners and students 

with attention issues by projecting the 

whiteboard version of the posters. Allow 

students to come to the whiteboard and 

circle, underline, or highlight the story 

elements. Invite them to label what they see.

Access the story map provided on the 

whiteboard. Record story elements with 

students.

Provide opportunities for active 

involvement. For example, assign students 

the roles of the different characters and let 

them retell the story on each poster.

Access the image bank for enlarged 

images that students can use to practice 

summarizing, and synthesizing, as well as 

identifying story elements. 

Home/School Connections

On Day 1, distribute copies of Home/

School Connections (BLM 1). Each day 

during the week, assign one of the six 

Home/School Connection activities for the 

students to complete. Ask them to bring 

their completed assignments to class the 

following day. Make time at the beginning 

of each day for students to share their 

ideas.

Small-Group Reading Instruction (60 minutes) 

Based on students’ instructional reading levels, select titles that provide 

opportunities for students to practice identifying story elements. See the list 

provided in Matching Posters and Texts to Instructional Needs.

Use the before-, during-, and after-reading instruction provided in the 

Teacher’s Guide for each text.

Individual Student Conferences (10 minutes) 

Confer with individual students on their text selections and applications of 

strategies. Use the Reading Conference Note-Taking Form in the Informal 

Assessments for Text Comprehension to help guide your conferences.

Home/School Connections (BLM 1)

Name  

 Date  

Benchmark Literacy  •  �rade �  •  �nit �/�ee� � 

����� �en�hmar� Edu�ation �om�any� ���

BLM 1

*  for additional Analyze Story Elements titles see Matching Posters and Texts to Instructional Needs. You 

can find this resource in your Anchor Comprehension Workshop Toolkit.

Anchor Texts for Analyze Story Elements Titles

• Balloon Ride (A/1)

• We Fish (B/2)

• Up and Down the Hill (C/3)

• Tim the Tortoise (C/4)

• Little Cat Goes Fast (D/5)

• At the Park (D/6)

• Ed Makes Shapes! (E/7)

• Garden Lunch (E/8)

• Little Lion (F/9)

• Counting Clues (F/10)

• Unlucky Stanley (G/11)

• The Race to Recycle (G/12)

• Bitsy the Beaver (G/12)

• The Magic Turtle (H/14)

• The Lost Pirate (I/15)

• A Happy Summer Day (I/16)

• The Royal Zookeeper (J/18)

• The Earth on Turtle’s Back (K/20)

• Mondo and Gordo Weather the Storm (L/24)

• Pete Discovers Gravity (M/28)

Day One

3

Comprehension Anchor Posters  •  Early  •  Summarize and Synthesize/Analyze Story Elements

Make Content Comprehensible 

for ELs
Use the following strategies to help 

ELs understand the poster content and 

acquire academic language.

Beginning 

Read the title of the poster. Demonstrate 

the concept of a journey by role-playing 

preparing and going on a journey. For 

example, say:

We are going on a journey. We pack our 

bags. Role-play packing a bag.

We are going on a journey. We wave 

good-bye to friends. Wave good-bye. 

We are going on a journey. We travel 

on a car, train, boat, or airplane. Role-

play traveling by one of the forms of 

transportation. 

Beginning and Intermediate

Draw and label, or ask ELs to draw,  

other animals they have seen. 

 
Comprehension Quick-Check

Observe whether students are able to 

articulate the story elements in the poster. 

If they have difficulty, use the following 

additional explicit instruction.

Draw the story map on chart paper.

In the center, write the poster’s title, A 

Journey. In the Setting box, write seaside.

Say: This is the title of the story and the 

setting. The setting is where or when a 

story happens.

In the Problem box, write Going on 

the journey without getting hurt by the 

raccoon.

Say: I looked in the picture, and I see 

the animals. They seem like they are at 

the end of their journey. It looks like they 

escaped problems with the raccoon.

Say: Now you find the characters. 

Characters are the people or animals 

in a story. Then, find the solution to the 

problem.

Write your summary and synthesis on chart paper. Ask students to add to the 

summary.

Post the summary and synthesis on the wall as a Summarize and Synthesize 

anchor chart, or invite students to write them in their reading journals or 

notebooks to use in the future. 

Find the Story Elements in a Picture

Ask students to use the picture to identify the story elements. 

Point out that the story elements include characters, setting, problem, and 

solution.

Help students by prompting them to recall what raccoons are like in other 

stories they know.

Provide the following academic sentence frames to support ELs and  

struggling students:

The main character is  .

A setting is when or where a story happens. This story happens at  .

The problem the animals faced was  . 

I can tell they solved the problem because  .

Connect Thinking, Speaking, and Writing

Write down the story elements students identify and reread as a group. 

Give students the opportunity to expand on their shared writing.

Reflect and Discuss

Ask and discuss the following questions: 

•	Why	is	it	important	to	identify	and	analyze	story	elements?	

•	How	does	this	help	you	as	a	reader?

•	How	did	summarizing	and	synthesizing	help	you	understand 

the picture?

Connect and transfer. Say: Remember, you can look for story elements in a 

text, too. Tomorrow, we will practice looking for story elements in a text.

Day One

2 Comprehension Anchor Posters  •  Early  •  Summarize and Synthesize/Analyze Story Elements

Lesson Objectives

Students will:

• Analyze story elements: 

character(s), setting, problem, and 

solution.

• Summarize and synthesize to 

enhance understanding of story.

• Use academic sentence frames to 

discuss strategies.

Related Resources

• Whiteboard CD-ROM

• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)

About the Strategy

• Story elements are the parts of a 

story, including characters, setting, 

problem, and solution.

• Recognizing story elements 

enhances readers understanding 

and appreciation of a story.

• Understanding story elements helps 

readers to create their own stories.

 Mini-Lessons (20 minutes)

Introduce the Comprehension Strategy:  

Analyze Story Elements

Say: Jack and Jill went up a hill to fetch a pail of water. Jack fell down  

and broke his crown and Jill went tumbling after.

Ask: Who are the characters in this story? Where are they? What is  

the problem?

Turn and talk. Ask students to turn to a partner and discuss the answers  

to these questions. Ask a few students to share with the whole group.

Explain: By answering these questions about the simple nursery rhyme, you 

identified the characters, the setting, and the main problem. These parts of 

a story are called its elements. Every good story includes all these elements 

(character, setting, problem, and solution). Good readers recognize story 

elements. We’re going to practice analyzing story elements this week.

Think Aloud and Use the Metacognitive Strategy: 

Summarize and Synthesize

Display Poster 1. 

Draw students’ attention to the picture of the animals. (Whiteboard users can 

use the highlighter tool.)

Explain: When I look at this picture, the first thing I need to do is figure out 

what it is trying to show me. One way to do that is by identifying the most 

important information in this picture. Then, I summarize or put in my own 

words what is happening in the picture. Thinking about my own experiences, 

or synthesizing, helps me understand it even better. Let me show you how I 

do it.

Think aloud: The title of the poster is “A Journey.” I know a journey is a long 

trip. I see water, so I think their journey was across the ocean. The animals 

are having a party. Maybe it was a hard journey, so they are celebrating their 

success. I see the raccoon, but he is not standing with the other animals, and 

he is not happy like them. Raccoons cause problems in most stories, so maybe 

the raccoon is the reason for the hard journey. But, they solved their problem 

and are happy now. Telling the story in my own words helps me understand 

the story elements better. 

Comprehension Anchor Poster 1

©2011 Benchmark Education Company, LLC. All rights reserved. Teachers may photocopy the reproducible pages for 

classroom use. No other part of the guide may be reproduced or transmitted in whole or in part in any form or by 

any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage or retrieval system, 

without permission in writing from the publisher.
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Day Two

Oral Language Extension

During independent workstation time,  

pair students to construct oral story 

elements related to any story they have 

read. Partner A states the characters and 

setting. Partner B states the problem in the 

story and how it is solved. If necessary, 

Partner A assists. Then partners pick a new 

story, and switch roles. Tell students to be 

ready to report on their story elements 

during individual conference time.

Home/School Connections

At the beginning of the day, make time for 

students to share their ideas based on the 

activity they completed the previous night.

At the end of the day, ask students 

to complete another Home/School 

Connection activity from BLM 1 and bring 

their assignment to class the following day.

Connect Thinking, Speaking, and Writing

Prompt students to identify the problem and solution in the story.

Record students’ ideas on chart paper. Then reveal the Problem and  

Solution annotations. 

Say: Let’s compare our ideas to the ideas on the poster. Allow time for 

discussion.

Reflect and Discuss

Ask and discuss the following questions:

•	What	does	it	mean	to	summarize	and	synthesize,	and	how	does	this	

help you as a reader?

•	How	does	identifying	story	elements	help	you	understand	a	story	

better?

Connect and transfer: How	will	you	use	what	we	have	practiced	today	when	

you read on your own?

Small-Group Reading Instruction (60 minutes) 

Based on students’ instructional reading levels, select titles that provide 

opportunities for students to practice analyzing story elements. See the  

list provided in Matching Posters and Texts to Instructional Needs.

Use the before-, during-, and after-reading instruction provided in the 

Teacher’s Guide for each text.

Individual Student Conferences (10 minutes) 

Confer with individual students on their text selections and applications of 

strategies. Use the Reading Conference Note-Taking Form in the Informal 

Assessments for Text Comprehension to help guide your conferences.
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Day Two

Make Content Comprehensible 

for ELs
Use the following strategies to help 

ELs understand the poster content and 

acquire academic language.

Beginning 

Read aloud the poster title and passage. 

Point to each pitcher and describe how 

much water is in it. (full, some water, 

empty). 

Beginning and Intermediate 

Ask students to look around the room and 

find objects that are full, partly full, and 

empty. 

If you have students whose first language 

is Spanish, share these English/Spanish 

cognates: garden/el jardín, idea/la idea. 

All Levels 

Pair ELs with fluent English speakers during 

partner discussions and activities. 

Model the use of academic sentence 

frames to support ELs’ academic 

vocabulary and language development. 

(See suggested sentence frames provided.) 

Comprehension Quick-Check

Take note of which students can or cannot 

contribute to the discussion of the Poster 2 

story elements. Use the following activity 

to provide additional explicit instruction for 

these students.

Use an additional example to help 

students grasp the difference between the 

story elements. For example: The story 

of Cinderella takes place in a   

(castle). The main character is  . 

The problem is  . The solution is 

 . Record the story elements on a 

graphic organizer. Then write them as a 

paragraph.

Use the Comprehension Strategy: Analyze Story Elements

Reread the poster text with students, annotations still hidden.

Say: Now think about the elements that make this story a story.

If necessary, point out that the story includes all the basic elements: characters, 

setting, problem, and solution.

Say: Let’s look closely at the story to identify the story elements that help us to 

understand the story. Let’s start with the character. Who is the character in this 

story?

Write down the character students identify. Then reveal the Character 

annotation. Say: Did we find the character? Let’s compare.

Build academic oral language: Say: Setting is when and/or where a story 

takes place. Knowing the setting helps readers better understand what they 

are reading. The author does not tell readers the setting in this story. But you 

can use clues from the story and your own knowledge to figure it out. Where 

do you think the story takes place? (garden)	How	do	you	know?	(I know 

the crow is outdoors and a pitcher of water would be in someone’s yard or 

garden.) Reveal the Setting annotation. Ask: Did we identify the setting? Let’s 

compare our idea to the one on the poster.

Day Two

5

Comprehension Anchor Posters  •  Early  •  Summarize and Synthesize/Analyze Story Elements

Lesson Objectives

Students will:

• Analyze story elements: 

character(s), setting, problem, and 

solution.

• Summarize and synthesize to 

enhance understanding of story.

• Use academic sentence frames to 

discuss strategies.

Related Resources

• Whiteboard CD-ROM

• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)

• Comprehension Anchor Poster 2 

(BLM 2)

Mini-Lessons (20 minutes)

Review the Metacognitive Strategy:  

Summarize and Synthesize

Display Poster 2 with annotations hidden and/or distribute BLM 2 and read 

aloud the title.

Read aloud the text with students.

Explain: Yesterday when I looked at the poster titled “A Journey,” I thought 

about the most important ideas in the pictures and what I already knew about 

journeys and animals to tell the story in my own words. I’ll show you how I  

do this. 

Reread the first three sentences. Think aloud: The story begins with a thirsty 

crow.	The	crow	tries	to	get	water	from	a	pitcher,	but	he	has	a	problem.	His	

beak is too short, and he can’t reach the water to drink it. I would be really 

frustrated if I were the crow. 

Reread the rest of paragraph 1. Think aloud: The crow tries to solve his 

problem by knocking over the water. But, it does not work. But he has another 

idea. The crow is determined to drink the water! 

Build academic oral language: Reread paragraph 2. Ask students to use 

what they read and what they know to summarize and synthesize. Encourage 

students to think aloud. Then ask students to describe their process of 

summarizing and synthesizing. Reinforce the idea that good readers use their 

own words and experiences to summarize what happened in a story. They 

include their own experiences, or synthesize, to deepen their understanding. 

Support ELs and struggling readers with the following sentence frames:

The problem is  .

The crow solves the problem by  .

Summarizing and synthesizing helped me  .

Comprehension Anchor Poster 2 (BLM 2)

Day Two
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Lesson Objectives

Students will:

• Analyze story elements: 

character(s), setting, problem, and 

solution.

• Summarize and synthesize to 

enhance understanding of story.

• Use academic sentence frames to 

discuss strategies.

Related Resources

• Whiteboard CD-ROM

• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)

• Comprehension Anchor Poster 2 

(BLM 2)

Mini-Lessons (20 minutes)

Review the Metacognitive Strategy:  

Summarize and Synthesize

Display Poster 2 with annotations hidden and/or distribute BLM 2 and read 

aloud the title.

Read aloud the text with students.

Explain: Yesterday when I looked at the poster titled “A Journey,” I thought 

about the most important ideas in the pictures and what I already knew about 

journeys and animals to tell the story in my own words. I’ll show you how I  

do this. 

Reread the first three sentences. Think aloud: The story begins with a thirsty 

crow.	The	crow	tries	to	get	water	from	a	pitcher,	but	he	has	a	problem.	His	

beak is too short, and he can’t reach the water to drink it. I would be really 

frustrated if I were the crow. 

Reread the rest of paragraph 1. Think aloud: The crow tries to solve his 

problem by knocking over the water. But, it does not work. But he has another 

idea. The crow is determined to drink the water! 

Build academic oral language: Reread paragraph 2. Ask students to use 

what they read and what they know to summarize and synthesize. Encourage 

students to think aloud. Then ask students to describe their process of 

summarizing and synthesizing. Reinforce the idea that good readers use their 

own words and experiences to summarize what happened in a story. They 

include their own experiences, or synthesize, to deepen their understanding. 

Support ELs and struggling readers with the following sentence frames:

The problem is  .

The crow solves the problem by  .

Summarizing and synthesizing helped me  .

Comprehension Anchor Poster 2 (BLM 2)

Day Two
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Lesson Objectives

Students will:

• Analyze story elements: 

character(s), setting, problem, and 

solution.

• Summarize and synthesize to 

enhance understanding of story.

• Use academic sentence frames to 

discuss strategies.

Related Resources

• Whiteboard CD-ROM

• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)

• Comprehension Anchor Poster 2 

(BLM 2)

Mini-Lessons (20 minutes)

Review the Metacognitive Strategy:  

Summarize and Synthesize

Display Poster 2 with annotations hidden and/or distribute BLM 2 and read 

aloud the title.

Read aloud the text with students.

Explain: Yesterday when I looked at the poster titled “A Journey,” I thought 

about the most important ideas in the pictures and what I already knew about 

journeys and animals to tell the story in my own words. I’ll show you how I  

do this. 

Reread the first three sentences. Think aloud: The story begins with a thirsty 

crow.	The	crow	tries	to	get	water	from	a	pitcher,	but	he	has	a	problem.	His	

beak is too short, and he can’t reach the water to drink it. I would be really 

frustrated if I were the crow. 

Reread the rest of paragraph 1. Think aloud: The crow tries to solve his 

problem by knocking over the water. But, it does not work. But he has another 

idea. The crow is determined to drink the water! 

Build academic oral language: Reread paragraph 2. Ask students to use 

what they read and what they know to summarize and synthesize. Encourage 

students to think aloud. Then ask students to describe their process of 

summarizing and synthesizing. Reinforce the idea that good readers use their 

own words and experiences to summarize what happened in a story. They 

include their own experiences, or synthesize, to deepen their understanding. 

Support ELs and struggling readers with the following sentence frames:

The problem is  .

The crow solves the problem by  .

Summarizing and synthesizing helped me  .

Comprehension Anchor Poster 2 (BLM 2)
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Day Three

Make Content Comprehensible for ELs
Use the following strategies to help ELs understand the poster content and acquire academic language.

Beginning 
Point to the poster photograph and provide the language for what you see. For example: girls, boys, box, chicks. Ask ELs to point to and name objects with you. 

Beginning and Intermediate
Describe the poster content in simple language. For example, say: Ms. Trent is a teacher. Ms. Trent is showing eggs to the girls and boys. The eggs will hatch. Chicks will come out. Encourage students to add their own comments about the poster. 

Comprehension Quick-Check
The responsive prompts on pages 8–9 are designed to help you meet the needs of individual students. Based on your observations, identify students who may need additional explicit reinforcement of the strategy during small-group instruction or intervention time. Use similar responsive prompts during small-group instruction to scaffold students toward independent use of the strategy.

Home/School Connections
At the end of the day, ask students to complete another Home/School Connection activity from BLM 1 and bring their assignment to class the following day.

Self-Monitoring and Reflection •	How	does	summarizing	and	synthesizing	help	you	analyze	story	elements?
•	Did	you	summarize	the	story?	How	did	your	own	knowledge	and	experiences help you summarize the story? 

Validating and Confirming 
•	Great	job	identifying	the	story	elements!•	I	like	the	way	you	summarized	the	story.

Reflect and Discuss
Ask and discuss the following questions:

•	What	kinds	of	texts	have	you	read	that	include	story	elements?	•	Would	a	mystery	story	have	story	elements?	Explain.•	How	does	analyzing	story	elements	help	you	understand	what	you’re	reading?

Connect and transfer. Say: Remember that most fiction has story elements. You can use what you have learned to help you analyze story elements.  These strategies will help you understand nonfiction, too.

Small-Group Reading Instruction (60 minutes)
Based on students’ instructional reading levels, select titles that provide opportunities for students to practice analyzing story elements. See the list provided in Matching Posters and Texts to Instructional Needs.

Use the before-, during-, and after-reading instruction provided in the Teacher’s Guide for each text.

Individual Student Conferences (10 minutes)
Confer with individual students on their text selections and applications of strategies. Use the Reading Conference Note-Taking Form in the Informal Assessments for Text Comprehension to help guide your conferences.

Characters: girls; boys; Ms. Trent; baby chicks; Setting: classroom; Problem: Children want to know what is inside the eggs; Solution: Eggs hatched and now children 
know what’s inside.

Comprehension Anchor Poster 3 Sample Annotations
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Day Three

Lesson Objectives

Students will:
• Analyze story elements: 

character(s), setting, problem, and 
solution.

• Summarize and synthesize to 
enhance understanding of story.

• Use academic sentence frames to 
discuss strategies.

Related Resources
• Whiteboard CD-ROM
• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)
• Comprehension Anchor Poster 3 

(BLM 3)

Mini-Lessons (20 minutes) 
Extend the Comprehension Strategy: Analyze Story Elements
Display Poster 3 and/or distribute BLM 3 and read aloud the title.
Say: Today you’re going to practice analyzing story elements in the texts we’re reading. Remember to use what you’ve learned. You can summarize and synthesize as you read to help you analyze story elements. 

Based on the needs and abilities of your students, have them read the passage independently or with a partner. Tell students to locate and list each story element in the appropriate box: Characters, Setting, Problem, and Solution.  Tell students to underline, circle, or flag key information as they read.
Have individual students or pairs share the story elements they identified. Record students’ findings on the poster. See the sample annotations.

Observe and Prompt for Strategy Understanding
While using the poster, note students who demonstrate understanding of the concepts and those who seem to struggle. Use appropriate responsive prompting to help students who need modeling or additional guidance, or to validate students who demonstrate mastery.

Goal Oriented
•	I	am	going	to	read	slowly	and	reread	if	necessary	to	locate	story	elements: characters, setting, problem, and solution.•	I	am	going	to	summarize	and	synthesize	to	help	me	analyze	the	story.

Directive and Corrective Feedback•	Who	are	the	characters?
•	What	is	the	setting?
•	What	is	the	problem	in	the	story?	How	is	it	solved?

Comprehension Anchor Poster 3 (BLM 3)
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Reflect and Discuss the Comprehension Strategy Ask and discuss the following:•	What	strategy	did	we	use	to	answer	questions	about	the	text?	
•	How	did	clues	in	the	questions	help	us	find	answers	in	the	text?Connect and transfer. Say: Practice analyzing story elements. This strategy 

can help you answer questions in all your subjects. It can also help you when 
you take tests. 

Small-Group Reading Instruction (60 minutes)Based on students’ instructional reading levels, select titles that provide 
opportunities for students to practice analyzing story elements. See the list 
provided in Matching Posters and Texts to Instructional Needs.Use the before-, during-, and after-reading instruction provided in the 

Teacher’s Guide for each text.
Use the Comprehension Question Card for each title and the Comprehension 
Teacher Flip Chart to practice answering Level 3 text-dependent 
comprehension questions.

Individual Student Conferences (10 minutes)Confer with individual students on their text selections and application of 
strategies. Use the Reading Conference Note-Taking Form in the Informal 
Assessments for Text Comprehension to help guide your conferences.

Day Four

Comprehension Quick-CheckNote whether students are able to analyze each Level 3 text-dependent comprehension question and return to the text to find the information they need to answer the question correctly. If students have difficulty, use small-group reading time for additional practice answering these kinds of questions, which appear on standardized reading assessments. The Comprehension Question Card for each leveled text provides practice questions at four levels of comprehension. The Comprehension Teacher Flip Chart helps you model the strategies students need to master.

Oral Language Extension
Display Comprehension Anchor Poster 4  during independent workstation time. Invite pairs of students to read and talk about the poster together. Encourage students to generate a list of other animals that swim and don’t swim, and to use their list to develop a short story about two animals, using all the story elements. Remind students to be prepared to share their lists and story elements during independent conference time.

Home/School ConnectionsAt the beginning of the day, make time for students to share their ideas based on the activity they completed the previous night.At the end of the day, ask students to complete another Home/School Connection activity from BLM 1 and bring their assignment to class the following day.
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Day Five

Make Assessments Accessible  for ELs
Use the following strategies to help ELs demonstrate their understanding of the strategies.

Beginning 
Use Constructed Written Response (BLM 6) with ELs at the beginning proficiency level. Support ELs with academic sentence frames during the metacognitive self-assessment. Possible sentence frames to use are:
I summarize so that  .My summary will include  . 

Beginning and Intermediate Use the Comprehension Strategy Assessment as a listening comprehension assessment and scaffold students’ understanding of the text. As an alternative, allow students to tell you about the story elements in one of the Comprehension Anchor Posters you have used during the week. 
All Levels
Pair ELs with fluent English speakers during partner discussions and activities. 

Home/School ConnectionsAt the beginning of the day, make time for students to share their ideas based on the activity they completed the previous night.

Ongoing Comprehension Strategy AssessmentDistribute the Story Elements Comprehension Strategy Assessment passage 
“The Missing Shoes” on page 30 of the Grade 1 Comprehension Strategy 
Assessment book. Ask students to read the passage and use the information to 
answer the questions. 

Use the results of this assessment to determine students who need additional 
work with the strategy. 

Record students’ assessment scores using the Strategy Assessment Record 
on page 70, so that you can monitor their progress following additional 
instruction or intervention.

Provide additional modeling and guided practice during small-group reading 
instruction.

Small-Group Reading Instruction (60 minutes)Based on students’ instructional reading levels, select titles that provide 
opportunities for students to practice analyzing story elements. See the list 
provided in Matching Posters and Texts to Instructional Needs.Use the before-, during-, and after-reading instruction provided in the 

Teacher’s Guide for each text.

Individual Student Conferences (10 minutes)Confer with individual students on their text selections and application of 
strategies. Use the Reading Conference Note-Taking Form in the Informal 
Assessments for Text Comprehension to help guide your conferences. 
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Day Five
Assessment (20 minutes)
Metacognitive Self-Assessment
Ask students to reflect on their use of metacognitive and comprehension 
strategies this week. What did they learn? How will they use the strategies in 
the future? What do they still need to practice, and how can they do this?Invite students to share their reflections in one of the following ways: conduct 

a whole-class discussion; have students turn and talk to a neighbor and then 
share their ideas with the class; or ask students to record their thoughts in their 
journals or notebooks.

Constructed Written Response
Distribute copies of Constructed Written Response (BLM 6) and ask students 
to think of a time when they had a problem and found a solution. Ask students 
to and use this as a basis for a story. Point out that a problem does not have to 
be something bad, but something that posed a challenge, such as learning to 
ride a bicycle. Prompt them to identify the character(s), setting, and problem 
and solution on the story map. 
Work with students individually. Using their story map, ask them to 
summarize. They should include the story elements in their summaries, 
including characters, setting, and problem and solution. If you’d like, write 
what they say aloud, and then review it together. 
Read aloud the checklist at the bottom of BLM 6 to help students evaluate  
their work. 

Challenge activity. Students who are able to may also write a text-dependent 
comprehension question for a partner to answer based on the paragraph.  
The question should focus on story elements. 
Support activity. If students cannot write their summaries, encourage them to 
tell you about their story. Reinforce that the summary is to include a character 
or characters, setting, and problem and solution.

Lesson Objectives
Students will:
• Reflect orally on their strategy use.• Create story map and write a summary based on it.

• Answer multiple-choice and short-answer questions.

Related Resources
• Whiteboard CD-ROM
• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)• Constructed Written Response (BLM 6)

• Comprehension Strategy Assessments, Grade 1

Constructed Written Response (BLM 6)

Benchmark Literacy  •  �rade �  •  �nit �/�ee� � 
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Name  

 Date  

BLM 6
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Day Five
Assessment (20 minutes)
Metacognitive Self-Assessment
Ask students to reflect on their use of metacognitive and comprehension 
strategies this week. What did they learn? How will they use the strategies in 
the future? What do they still need to practice, and how can they do this?Invite students to share their reflections in one of the following ways: conduct 

a whole-class discussion; have students turn and talk to a neighbor and then 
share their ideas with the class; or ask students to record their thoughts in their 
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to think of a time when they had a problem and found a solution. Ask students 
to and use this as a basis for a story. Point out that a problem does not have to 
be something bad, but something that posed a challenge, such as learning to 
ride a bicycle. Prompt them to identify the character(s), setting, and problem 
and solution on the story map. 
Work with students individually. Using their story map, ask them to 
summarize. They should include the story elements in their summaries, 
including characters, setting, and problem and solution. If you’d like, write 
what they say aloud, and then review it together. 
Read aloud the checklist at the bottom of BLM 6 to help students evaluate  
their work. 

Challenge activity. Students who are able to may also write a text-dependent 
comprehension question for a partner to answer based on the paragraph.  
The question should focus on story elements. 
Support activity. If students cannot write their summaries, encourage them to 
tell you about their story. Reinforce that the summary is to include a character 
or characters, setting, and problem and solution.

Lesson Objectives
Students will:
• Reflect orally on their strategy use.• Create story map and write a summary based on it.

• Answer multiple-choice and short-answer questions.

Related Resources
• Whiteboard CD-ROM
• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)• Constructed Written Response (BLM 6)

• Comprehension Strategy Assessments, Grade 1

Constructed Written Response (BLM 6)
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Day Five
Assessment (20 minutes)
Metacognitive Self-Assessment
Ask students to reflect on their use of metacognitive and comprehension 
strategies this week. What did they learn? How will they use the strategies in 
the future? What do they still need to practice, and how can they do this?Invite students to share their reflections in one of the following ways: conduct 

a whole-class discussion; have students turn and talk to a neighbor and then 
share their ideas with the class; or ask students to record their thoughts in their 
journals or notebooks.

Constructed Written Response
Distribute copies of Constructed Written Response (BLM 6) and ask students 
to think of a time when they had a problem and found a solution. Ask students 
to and use this as a basis for a story. Point out that a problem does not have to 
be something bad, but something that posed a challenge, such as learning to 
ride a bicycle. Prompt them to identify the character(s), setting, and problem 
and solution on the story map. 
Work with students individually. Using their story map, ask them to 
summarize. They should include the story elements in their summaries, 
including characters, setting, and problem and solution. If you’d like, write 
what they say aloud, and then review it together. 
Read aloud the checklist at the bottom of BLM 6 to help students evaluate  
their work. 

Challenge activity. Students who are able to may also write a text-dependent 
comprehension question for a partner to answer based on the paragraph.  
The question should focus on story elements. 
Support activity. If students cannot write their summaries, encourage them to 
tell you about their story. Reinforce that the summary is to include a character 
or characters, setting, and problem and solution.

Lesson Objectives
Students will:
• Reflect orally on their strategy use.• Create story map and write a summary based on it.

• Answer multiple-choice and short-answer questions.

Related Resources
• Whiteboard CD-ROM
• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)• Constructed Written Response (BLM 6)

• Comprehension Strategy Assessments, Grade 1

Constructed Written Response (BLM 6)
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Reflect and Discuss the Comprehension Strategy 
Ask and discuss the following:•	What	strategy	did	we	use	to	answer	questions	about	the	text?	

•	How	did	clues	in	the	questions	help	us	find	answers	in	the	text?
Connect and transfer. Say: Practice analyzing story elements. This strategy 

can help you answer questions in all your subjects. It can also help you when 

you take tests. 

Small-Group Reading Instruction (60 minutes)
Based on students’ instructional reading levels, select titles that provide 

opportunities for students to practice analyzing story elements. See the list 

provided in Matching Posters and Texts to Instructional Needs.
Use the before-, during-, and after-reading instruction provided in the 

Teacher’s Guide for each text.
Use the Comprehension Question Card for each title and the Comprehension 

Teacher Flip Chart to practice answering Level 3 text-dependent 

comprehension questions.

Individual Student Conferences (10 minutes)
Confer with individual students on their text selections and application of 

strategies. Use the Reading Conference Note-Taking Form in the Informal 

Assessments for Text Comprehension to help guide your conferences.

Day Four

Comprehension Quick-CheckNote whether students are able to analyze each Level 3 text-dependent 
comprehension question and return to the 
text to find the information they need to 
answer the question correctly. If students 
have difficulty, use small-group reading 
time for additional practice answering 
these kinds of questions, which appear on 
standardized reading assessments. The 
Comprehension Question Card for each 
leveled text provides practice questions 
at four levels of comprehension. The 
Comprehension Teacher Flip Chart helps 
you model the strategies students need to 
master.

Oral Language ExtensionDisplay Comprehension Anchor Poster 4  
during independent workstation time. 
Invite pairs of students to read and talk 
about the poster together. Encourage 
students to generate a list of other animals 
that swim and don’t swim, and to use 
their list to develop a short story about 
two animals, using all the story elements. 
Remind students to be prepared to share 
their lists and story elements during 
independent conference time.

Home/School ConnectionsAt the beginning of the day, make time for 
students to share their ideas based on the 
activity they completed the previous night.At the end of the day, ask students to complete another Home/School Connection activity from BLM 1 and bring 

their assignment to class the following day.
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Day Four

Make Content Comprehensible 
for ELs
Use the following strategies to help 
ELs understand the poster content and 
acquire academic language.

Beginning 
Read aloud the poster title and passage. 
Point to each animal and say whether or 
not it can swim. Say: Squirrel: no; Turtle: 
yes; Duck: yes. 

Beginning and Intermediate
If you have students whose first language 
is Spanish, share these academic English/
Spanish cognates: just/justo, turtle/la 
tortuga.

All Levels
Pair ELs with fluent English speakers during 
partner discussions and activities. 

Model the use of academic sentence 
frames to support ELs’ academic 
vocabulary and language development. 
(See suggested sentence frames provided.) 

Say: Think about what words from the question will help us find the answer 
in the passage. We need to look at the question very closely. What words will 
help us? (character)	How	does	this	word	help?	(Characters are the people or 
animals in a story, so now I know I need to look for people or animals.)

Say: Now we’re ready to reread the passage to find the information we 
need. We need to find people or animals in the story. I’ll skim the first few 
paragraph to see if there are people or animals. There are! Right in the first 
sentence, I read about Sandy Squirrel. She must be a character. I will read on 
to see if there are any other characters. In the second paragraph, I read about 
Tommy	Turtle.	He	is	another	character	in	the	story.	The	answer	must	be	that	
both Sandy Squirrel and Tommy Turtle are characters in the story. I used what 
I knew about characters and searched for clues in the text to figure out the 
answer. I’ll choose C.

Ask students to work independently or with a partner to answer additional 
text-dependent questions on BLM 5.

Review students’ answers and use the poster as needed to model analyzing 
questions and rereading to find answers in the text. 

Characters:

• Sandy Squirrel
• Tommy Turtle

Setting: 

woods, river

Problem:

Sandy Squirrel wants to get to 
other side of water to eat ripe 
berries.

Solution:

Tommy Turtle takes Sandy Squirrel 
to other side of water on his back.

Comprehension Questions (BLM 5)

Comprehension Anchor Poster 4 
Sample Annotations
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Lesson Objectives

Students will:

• Learn strategies for analyzing 

questions and finding answers, 

clues, and evidence in a text.

• Identify and analyze story elements.

• Answer text-dependent story 

element questions.

• Use academic vocabulary to discuss 

strategies.

Related Resources 

• Whiteboard CD-ROM

• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)

• Comprehension Anchor Poster 4 

(BLM 4)

• Comprehension Questions (BLM 5)

Day Four
Mini-Lessons (20 minutes)

Read and Summarize

Display Poster 4 and/or distribute BLM 4.

Based on the needs and abilities of your students, read aloud the passage 

or have students read the passage independently or with a partner. Remind 

students to summarize and synthesize to help them understand what they 

read.

Build academic oral language. When students have finished, ask individuals 

or partners to summarize the passage. Encourage ELs or struggling readers to 

use this academic sentence frame: 

This passage was mostly about  . 

Answer Text-Dependent Comprehension Questions: 

Analyze Story Elements (Level 3: Prove It!)

Say: Sometimes you need to answer questions about a passage you’ve read. 

And some questions require you to analyze story elements. Today we’re going 

to read and answer questions about story elements.

Distribute BLM 5 and read Question 1 together. (“Who is a character in the 

story?”)

Ask: What strategy do you think we need to use to answer this question?  

If students can’t tell you, say: Is it asking us to identify a sequence of events? 

Is it asking us to compare? What strategy will we need to use? (analyze story 

elements)	How	do	you	know?	(Character is a story element.)

Comprehension Anchor Poster 4 (BLM 4)
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Lesson Objectives

Students will:

• Learn strategies for analyzing 
questions and finding answers, 
clues, and evidence in a text.

• Identify and analyze story elements.

• Answer text-dependent story 
element questions.

• Use academic vocabulary to discuss 
strategies.

Related Resources 

• Whiteboard CD-ROM

• Home/School Connections (BLM 1)

• Comprehension Anchor Poster 4 
(BLM 4)

• Comprehension Questions (BLM 5)

Day Four

Mini-Lessons (20 minutes)

Read and Summarize

Display Poster 4 and/or distribute BLM 4.

Based on the needs and abilities of your students, read aloud the passage 
or have students read the passage independently or with a partner. Remind 
students to summarize and synthesize to help them understand what they 
read.

Build academic oral language. When students have finished, ask individuals 
or partners to summarize the passage. Encourage ELs or struggling readers to 
use this academic sentence frame: 

This passage was mostly about  . 

Answer Text-Dependent Comprehension Questions: 
Analyze Story Elements (Level 3: Prove It!)

Say: Sometimes you need to answer questions about a passage you’ve read. 
And some questions require you to analyze story elements. Today we’re going 
to read and answer questions about story elements.

Distribute BLM 5 and read Question 1 together. (“Who is a character in the 
story?”)

Ask: What strategy do you think we need to use to answer this question?  
If students can’t tell you, say: Is it asking us to identify a sequence of events? 
Is it asking us to compare? What strategy will we need to use? (analyze story 
elements)	How	do	you	know?	(Character is a story element.)

Comprehension Anchor Poster 4 (BLM 4)

*Use Graphic Features; Use Text Features; Analyze Text Structure and Organization; Interpret Figurative Language

POSTERS AND BOOKS PER STRATEGY
 		  Posters/	 Book
	 Grades K–6 Strategies	 Strategy	 Titles/
		  	 Strategy	 A–E	 F–I	 J–M	 N–P	 Q–R	 S–U	 V–X

  Make Predictions	 14	 38	 13	 12	 7	 4	 2	 0	 0

  Sequence of Events	 14	 55	 13	 12	 6	 7	 5	 6	 6

  Analyze Story Elements	 14	 43	 13	 12	 6	 6	 6	 0	 0

  Main Idea and Supporting Details 	 14	 54	 13	 12	 6	 6	 5	 6	 6

  Compare and Contrast	 14	 55	 13	 12	 6	 6	 5	 7	 6

  Summarize Information	 14	 49	 13	 12	 5	 3	 3	 7	 6

  Identify Cause and Effect	 14	 57	 13	 12	 6	 6	 7	 6	 7

  Make Inferences	 14	 58	 13	 12	 5	 6	 6	 7	 9

  Analyze Character	 14	 42	 13	 12	 6	 7	 4	 0	 0

  Draw Conclusions	 14	 54	 13	 12	 6	 6	 5	 6	 6

  Evaluate Author’s Purpose	 10	 22	 0	 0	 0	 2	 3	 9	 8

  Fact and Opinion	 8	 32	 0	 0	 1	 7	 6	 8	 10

  Make Judgments	 6	 21	 0	 0	 0	 4	 3	 8	 6

 + BONUS posters for 4 more strategies*	 36	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –

  TOTALS	 200	 580	 130	 120	 60	 70	 60	 70	 70

 
Titles Per Level

ANCHOR COMPREHENSION WORKSHOP: GRADES K–5 ANCHOR COMPREHENSION WORKSHOP: GRADE 6

COMPLETE GRADES K–5 BOOK, POSTER & DIGITAL RESOURCE 
PROGRAM
(Levels A–U/1–50)
• 3,060 Leveled Books (6 copies of 510 titles)
• 510 Teacher’s Guides	
• 510 Text-Dependent Comprehension Question Cards
• 10 Take-Home Books on CDs
• 166 Double-Sided Anchor Comprehension Posters
• 83 Poster Teacher’s Guides
• Assessment Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Fidelity of Implementation Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Central Library Checkout System Tools (See p. 141 for details.)
Digital resources included:
• FREE 2,700+ E-Book Leveled Library—1-Year School-Wide Online Subscription
  (includes all 580 Anchor Comprehension Workshop titles for Grades K–6)
• �FREE Comprehension Strategy Assessments Online—1-Year Subscription  

(1 per student)
• 200 Poster Whiteboards—1-Year School-Wide Online Subscription

GRADE 6 BOOK SET
(Levels V–X/60)
• 420 Leveled Books (6 copies of 70 titles)
• 70 Teacher’s Guides
• 70 Text-Dependent Comprehension Question Cards
• Assessment Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Fidelity of Implementation Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Central Library Checkout System Tools (See p. 141 for details.)

WY-Y10512  $4,864  $4,115 SAVE $749

1 DAY OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
(with product purchase)

WY-PR997  $2,500  $2,000 SAVE $500

WY-XY0068  $36,797  $22,150 SAVE $14,647

COMPLETE GRADES K–5 BOOK PROGRAM
(Levels A–U/1–50)
Includes all components of Complete Grades K–5 Book, Poster & Digital Resource 
Program (WY-XY0068), excluding Anchor Comprehension Posters, Poster Teacher’s 
Guides, and digital resources.

WY-Y10509 $24,859 $18,995 SAVE $5,864

Choose up to $500 in FREE product!  
See p. 305 for details.
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5-Day Lesson Plan with Extensive Support for Whole-Group and Small-Group Instruction

Target comprehension strategies by grade level. Web-Based Posters and Leveled E-Books 
Personalize your teaching and student learning with 
Interactive Whiteboard Resources and Interactive E-Books.

Assessment Toolkit Includes:
• �Comprehension Strategy Assessment Books,

2nd Edition (formal, 1 per grade)
• 4 Informal Assessment Books

Assessment and Fidelity of 
Implementation Toolkits

Central Library Checkout System 
Tools Include:
• �Book Display and Poster Storage Boxes
• Library Cards and Book Pockets
• Book Labels

Support tools help STUDENTS apply strategies independently.

Teacher Flip Chart 
for K–2

Student Book Marks 
for K–2

Student Flip Charts 
for 3–8

Teacher Flip Chart 
for 3–8

Comprehension level is explained.

Steps to answer questions at each 
level are broken down to help 
teachers model.

Sample question stems help teachers 
develop their own text-dependent 
practice questions for any text.

Comprehension skills addressed at 
each level are identified.

Use your 
flip charts to construct 
practice questions from 

any text!

Support tools help TEACHERS model text-dependent comprehension strategies.

BE0317

® B e n c h m a r k e d u c a t i o n c o m p a n y
1 - 8 7 7 - 2 3 6 - 2 4 6 5 • w w w . B e n c h m a r k e d u c a t i o n . c o m

Use the assessment 
checklist in the Teacher 
Flip Chart to help you 
identify students who 
need more practice 
with a specific 
comprehension level. 

It’s easy to use Comprehension Question Cards 
during small-group reading instruction!

Ask students the 
practice questions 
on the card. Students 
work as a group to 
analyze the intent 
of each question, 
search for the right 
information in the 
text, and discuss their 
answers and how they 
found them. 

Monitor student progress and provide 
additional practice as needed.

15–20 
minutes

Introduce and read the text.

5 minutes Select one or more questions 
and model strategies or guide 
practice.

Sample Daily Timetable for 
Small-Group Instruction Using 
Comprehension Question Cards

Extend text-dependent comprehension
practice in a variety of ways.

You might use the flip chart to develop 
additional questions based on the text. You 
can also invite students to create their own 
text-dependent comprehension questions or 
to answer questions in writing independently. 

4.

5.

You may want to use 
the explicit before-, 
during-, and after-reading 
instruction provided in 
each Benchmark Education 
Teacher’s Guide.

1. Read a text with students.

The Teacher’s Guide 
for each title often 
provides a modeling 
sequence based on 
the Comprehension 
Question Card. The 
Comprehension Power 
Tool Flip Chart for 
Teachers provides 
additional modeling 
support.

2. Model strategies for answering one 
type of question. 

3. Practice strategies for answering 
questions at a specific level.

Support tools help TEACHERS model text-dependent comprehension strategies. Comprehension     
Question Cards 

Prepare students for standardized 
reading assessments with practice 
questions for collaborative small-
group strategy practice.

With Comprehension Question Cards, 
you can make a meaningful, authentic 
link between reading comprehension 
instruction and standardized test 
preparation. 

Every Benchmark Education Company 
leveled title for Grades K–8+ comes 
with a FREE Comprehension Question 
Card designed to help you teach text-
dependent comprehension strategies. 

Comprehension Question Cards 
are available for the following 
Benchmark Education text series:
• Early Connections  
• Early Explorers  
• Bridges  
• Navigators  
• Readers’ & Writers’ Genre Workshop
• English Explorers
• Math Explorers
• Text Connections
• Classic Tales

Comprehension 
Question Cards  
are based on the 
Margaret Kilgo 
model for teaching 
and assessing 
comprehension.

® B e n c h m a r k  e d u c a t i o n  c o m p a n y  
1 - 8 7 7 - 2 3 6 - 2 4 6 5  •  w w w . B e n c h m a r k e d u c a t i o n . c o m

Look inside to 
discover how 

Comprehension 
Question Cards 

can improve your 
students’ reading  
comprehension  

and test  
performance!

D e v e l o p e d  b y  M a r g a r e t  K i l g o

Interactive Whiteboard Resources 

�Choose audio, text 
highlighting, or both.

Zoom, write, draw, 
or highlight.

�Insert and save 
margin annotations 
and sticky notes.

Interactive E-Books

Prepare for the New Assessments with Text-Dependent 
Comprehension Questions for Every Title

Text-Dependent Comprehension 
Question Cards are unique to every title, 
and Teacher’s Guides accompany every 
title and poster!

Resources Included for Successful Implementation
Fidelity of Implementation 
Toolkit Includes:
• �Implementation Tools Handbook for

Teachers
• �Implementation Tools Handbooks for

Administrators and for Literacy Coaches &
Facilitators (not included in Book & Poster
Level Sets)

• �Organizing and Managing Handbook (not
included in Book & Poster Level Sets)

• �Matching Texts to Instructional Needs Book
• �Using Leveled Texts to Differentiate

Instruction Book
• �Responsive Prompts for Metacognitive and

Comprehension Strategy Development
Handbook

• �Comprehension Power Tool Flip Chart Sets
• �Comprehension Question Cards Support

Materials
• Leveled Books Support Materials
• Conversion Guide for Leveled Texts
• Text Complexity Flip Chart

See Spanish
pp. 274–276.

ANCHOR COMPREHENSION WORKSHOP: GRADES K–5 ANCHOR COMPREHENSION WORKSHOP: GRADE 6

COMPLETE GRADES K–5 BOOK, POSTER & DIGITAL RESOURCE 
PROGRAM
(Levels A–U/1–50)
• 3,060 Leveled Books (6 copies of 510 titles)
• 510 Teacher’s Guides
• 510 Text-Dependent Comprehension Question Cards
• 10 Take-Home Books on CDs
• 166 Double-Sided Anchor Comprehension Posters
• 83 Poster Teacher’s Guides
• Assessment Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Fidelity of Implementation Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Central Library Checkout System Tools (See p. 141 for details.)
Digital resources included:
• FREE 2,700+ E-Book Leveled Library—1-Year School-Wide Online Subscription
  (includes all 580 Anchor Comprehension Workshop titles for Grades K–6)
• FREE Comprehension Strategy Assessments Online—1-Year Subscription 

(1 per student)
• 200 Poster Whiteboards—1-Year School-Wide Online Subscription

GRADE 6 BOOK SET
(Levels V–X/60)
• 420 Leveled Books (6 copies of 70 titles)
• 70 Teacher’s Guides
• 70 Text-Dependent Comprehension Question Cards
• Assessment Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Fidelity of Implementation Toolkit (See p. 141 for details.)
• Central Library Checkout System Tools (See p. 141 for details.)

LA-Y10512  $4,864  $4,115 SAVE $749

1 DAY OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
(with product purchase)

LA-PR997  $2,500  $2,000 SAVE $500

LA-XY0068  $36,797  $22,150 SAVE $14,647

COMPLETE GRADES K–5 BOOK PROGRAM
(Levels A–U/1–50)
Includes all components of Complete Grades K–5 Book, Poster & Digital Resource 
Program (LA-XY0068), excluding Anchor Comprehension Posters, Poster Teacher’s 
Guides, and digital resources.

LA-Y10509 $24,859 $18,995 SAVE $5,864
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