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useu gua reading cq
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill in the answer on your answer document.

The Gingerbread Blues
by Linell Wohlers

1 Felix had just about had it. His sisters and brother really knew how to ruin an afterncon in the show.

2 “Stay back, Felix,” ordered Cynthia.

3 “You will wreck our snowman!" wamed Phillip.

4 “You wreck everything, Felix,” complained Teresa.

5 Felix felt like kicking their stupid old snowman. He would have, too, but Mrs. Jeffers called him to her back door. He smeared a
couple of half-frozen tears from his cheek sa she would not know he had been crying.

6 “Think you can help me roll out some cookie dough?” she asked, handing Felix a big rolling pin.

7 “Sure,” said Felix, jumping up on the step stool that Mrs. Jeffers kept for him. A mountain of dark dough sat on the counter amid
white sprinkles of flour.

“What kind are you making?” asked Felix,

‘Gingerbread,” said Mrs. Jeffers, patting flour onto the ralling pin. “They are for my brother William. He looks forward to them avery
Christmas.”

10 Thump, thump! Felix banged the rolling pin hard against the mountain of dough. “! would not give cookies to my brothers or
sisters,” he grumbled. “They are mean!”

11 “So was Wiliam," chuckled Mrs. Jeffers. “We fought like cats and dogs. But he is still pretty special.”
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12 Felix stared at Mrs. Jeffers. It was hard to imagine her quarreling with anyone. Mrs. Jeffers got out the cookie cutters. She began
cutting out boys, and Felix set to work cutling out gingerbread girls. Next, Felix stuck raisin eyes and cherry smiles on each
gingerbread chiid. They all looked like baby Joseph, his younger brother. Joseph was a problem, too—drooling on Felix's book and
stealing all the attention.

13 “l am not even litle enough to be important,” said Felix.

14 “That itty-bilty brother of yours is crowding you, is he?” Mrs, Jeflers asked as she shoved a cookie sheet into the oven. Then she
got out another batch of dough.

15 “Yes," said Felix.

16 While Mrs. Jeffers flatiened the dough, Felix pinched off a tiny piece of it. It felt like baby Joseph's toes. Felix could remember
playing with him that moming. Joseph was not a problem then. He was as cuddly soft as gingerbread dough. Felix and Mrs. Jefiers
began fo cut out trees. They reminded Felix of presents, which reminded him of his sister.

17 “Cynthia made a surprise for me and put it under the tree,” he said, smiling.

18 “Oh, my!" said Mrs. Jeffers. “| wish | had a sister as nice as that.”

19 Felix started to cut out rabbits. They locked like Phillip's rabbit.

20 “Sometimes Phillip lets me hold Whiskers,” he said.

21 ‘Really!” said Mrs. Jeflers. “William never did let me hold his pels. He was always afraid | would drop them."

22 Felix cut out teddy bears and thought of Teresa’s stuffed bear, Jones. “Some nights when | get scared, Teresa lets me sleep with
Jones,” he remembered gratefully.

23 *Hmmm,” said Mrs. Jeffers. “William never did thal for me, either.”
24 “l guess | am pretty lucky,” admitted Felix.

25 ‘1 quess you are lucky!” said Mrs. Jeffers, placing the beauliful gingerbread cockies in a box, “You came in singing the blues, and
now you have tumed those blues into lovely gingerbread cookies for your family! Here you go, sweetie,” she said, placing the box in
Felix's hands.

26 *For ma? Wow, thanks, Mrs. Jeffers!” said Felix. “But what about William?"
27 “You come back tomorrow, and we will make another balch for William,” said Mrs. Jefers.

28 “You bet!” promised Felix, leaping out the door. He hurried home to surprise his sisters and brothers with the yummy gingerbread
cookies. After all, they were pretty special.
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What does the auther mean by the phrase “crowding you” in paragraph 14?

@ Felix dislikes how Joseph ruins his books,
@ Felix has to share his bedroom with Joseph.
@ Joseph receives more attention than Felix does,

@ Joseph wants Felix to play with him all the time.

+ 2. | Taught ; Inferences-Fiction

The reader can tell that Mrs. Jeffers —

@ helps Felix learn how to fight his battles
wishes she could visit her brother William
@ cares about Felix and the rest of his family

@ thinks Felix is similar to her brother William

Inferences-Fiction

Based on the ending of the passage, what will most likely happen next?

@ Felix will share the cookies with his family.
@ Felix will eat all of the cookies by himself,
@ Felixs brothers and sisters will ask Mrs. Jeffers far some cookies.

@ Felix’s brothers and sisters will help Mrs. Jeffers make maore cookies.




