
P8-42
Period 8: Short-Answer Questions

SHORT ANSWER

1. During the years 1945 to 1980, the Cold War fluctuated between periods of confrontation and peaceful coexistence.
a. Briefly explain ONE policy or action that led to confrontation.
b. Briefly explain ONE policy or action that promoted peaceful coexistence.
c. Provide ONE piece of outside evidence and explain how it supports your response in either Part A or Part B.

This question is based on the following two passages.
“The story of Tet as an enemy defeat was drowned out by an exactly opposite dovish interpretation, accepted by most of the media, of Tet as a ruinous defeat for the United States. (The military to this day curse and distrust the media for their bad reporting.) For years Washington had used the media to deceive the public, presenting the equally distorted angle that the war was a peripheral matter with everything going well and no need to worry. That angle was indeed false; suddenly the entire American nation realized there was a major war going on, and that it might even be lost. The media, feeling tricked, began to seriously question the veracity and optimism of the White House.”

Richard Jensen, “Victory and Defeat in the Vietnam War,” 2001
Richard Jensen, "Victory and Defeat in the Vietnam War," in Richard Jensen, Jon Davidann, and Yoneyuki Sugita, eds. Trans-Pacific Relations: America, Europe, and Asia in the Twentieth Century (Westport, Conn.: Praeger. 2003).


“Vietnam demonstrates the problems of an asymmetric war. This was not a total war for the United States; this was not the worst-case scenario of fighting an equivalent power with equivalent technology and probably greater numbers.…The Air Force came into the Vietnam War woefully unprepared for the war....While it is true that air operations were constrained by civilian-imposed restrictions, the Air Force had also limited its abilities by its concentration on nuclear war. It rose to the challenge of the war in Vietnam….But the war had also changed from a guerrilla war to a conventional one….What failed in Vietnam was not the technology, but a broad understating of the power and limits of both air power and air technology.”

Kenneth P. Werrell, “Did the USAF Technology Fail in Vietnam?” 1998
Kenneth P. Werrell, “Did the USAF Technology Fail in Vietnam?” Airpower Journal, Spring 1998.

NARREND

2. Based on the two interpretations above regarding the Vietnam War, complete the following three tasks:
a. Briefly explain the main point made in Passage 1.
b. Briefly explain the main point made in Passage 2.
c. Provide ONE piece of evidence from the era of the Vietnam War that is not included in the passages, and explain how it supports the interpretation in either passage.
ANS
	
	Feedback

	a.
	Possible responses include the following:
The nuclear arms race (1945–1980); the Korean War (1950–1953); the Vietnam War (1954–1975); the launch of the Soviet satellite Sputnik (1957); the U-2 Gary Powers incident (1960); the Berlin Crisis (1961); the Bay of Pigs incident in Cuba (1961); the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)

	b.
	Possible responses include the following:
The United Nations (1945); détente (beginning in 1967); SALT I (1972) and SALT II (1979); the Geneva Accords (1954); the Paris Peace talks (1973); the Kitchen Debates

	c.
	Possible responses include the following:
For the nuclear arms race, students might cite NSC-68, the National Security Council report, 1950.
For the Korean War, students could point to the Truman Doctrine (1947) that established the containment of communism as official policy.
For Vietnam, students could also use the Truman Doctrine or the U.S. rejection of the terms of the Geneva Conference of 1954.
The launching of Sputnik might bring mention of the space race between the United States and the Soviet Union (this could also be used as an example of peaceful coexistence by a sophisticated student).
The Berlin Crisis led to the construction of the Berlin Wall.
The Bay of Pigs incident led to the installation of Soviet nuclear arms in Cuba, which also led to the Cuban Missile Crisis.
The Cuban Missile Crisis was the most dangerous direct showdown between the United States and the Soviet Union and very nearly incited a nuclear war. Students might also point to the ongoing embargo on Cuba by the United States.
For the United Nations, the presence of this body—and the role of the United States and the Soviet Union in the UN Security Council—has helped ensure that some peaceful dialogue was ongoing during the Cold War.
SALT I (1972) and SALT II (1979) (the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks) represented the first real attempt by the United States and the Soviet Union to limit their collective weapons stores. SALT II was more far reaching than SALT I and, although never ratified by the U.S. Senate, set the tone for a lessening of Cold War tensions after 1979.




ANS
	
	Feedback

	a.
	Possible responses include the following:
Passage 1 argues that the role of the media in reporting the war in Vietnam, especially the Tet Offensive, changed the popular perception war in the United States and shifted public opinion against the war.

	b.
	Possible responses include the following:
Passage 2 argues that while there were non-military constraints on the ability of the armed forces, especially the air force, to wage a successful war, the Cold War focus on nuclear weapons development created a problem for the United States in carrying out the war in Vietnam, which developed into a conventional war dependent upon air power and air technology. 

	c.
	Possible responses include the following:
Evidence to support the point of view expressed in Passage 1 comes from the inordinate amount of media coverage of the conflict that made its way into people’s living rooms via the medium of television. This derived from the presence of on-the-ground reporters in Vietnam who were not bound by the same censorship that had existed during previous conflicts. Another piece of evidence supporting the position in Passage 1 was the release and publication of the Pentagon Papers in 1971, which detailed that the Johnson administration had consistently lied to the American people about the Vietnam War.
Evidence to support the point of view expressed in Passage 2 for the air war includes Rolling Thunder, carpet bombing (air war), the United States dropping more bombs in Vietnam than in all of WWII, the use of napalm, the micromanaging of missions by President Johnson and later President Nixon, the My Lai incident, and the bombing of Cambodia.
In regard to the nuclear threats of the Soviet Union, evidence may include Mutual Assured Destruction (MAD), military build-up with massive budget expenditures, and the military–industrial complex. 
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